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LATELY ACTED, 
Or 


A Collection of ſundry memorable exam- 
les of Gods judgements upon Sabbath-breakers , and other 
like Libertines, in their unlawfull Sports , happening within 
the Realme of England, in the compaſs only of two ko dloey 
laſt paſt , fince the Booke was publiſhed | 
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2AHriſtian Reader , it is a 
J true ſaying of that royal 
= King Salomon Proy, 19. 29. 
I [adgments are prepared "for 
Scorners : that is , for ſuch 
© who contemne the precepts 
J and admonitions of God, 
| and his faithfull Miniſters, 
SIyg And as they are thus pre- 
a7 pared , {ſo are they oft times 
executed upon ſuch , even in this preſent lite : that Gods 
power, truth, and juſtice might be manifeſted,and wicked 
men frighted from their evill courſes : Sothe Plalmilt : 
| Pfalm.g. 16, The Lord is knowne by the judgment that he 
executeth, the Wicked is ſnared in the worke of his one han ds: 
the reaſon is thus rendered by the Prophet Ifay. c. 26. 9g. 
For when thy judgements are in the earth , the inbabitants of 
* theworld wal learne righteouſnefſe ; though never ſo indo- 
' Cibleand refraQtory before. Neither doth God ſo inflict 
his judgements, *as to have them preſently forgotten, | 
but he ſtampes a Memento on them ; baving ſo done bi Fre Ra 
marvelous Works ( as wel of juſtice, as of mercy ) #hat they 4 Corman 
ought to be had in remembrance, Plalm. 111.4. Himlelte Ke 
therefore hath vouchſafed to record(even in ſacred writ) ce 
many potable examples of his avenging juſtice , both ge-gazef#. * 
nerall, Nationall, and perſonall , for al poſteritie ro con- 
B1KR906 rem- 
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; prefacing ſome of them with a ſpecial Meme. 
raridam for our more ſerious conſideration of them ; with 
Luk. 17.32. Remember Lots wife: which judgments though 
executed many thouſand yeares paſt , yer they remaine {ill 
freſh _ record , as done but yeſterday , even for ths very 
end, that they might be examples unto ws , not to lait after evil 
things as they luſted, nor to trace the footſteps of their fin. 
full wayes , left we ſhould incurre the felte fame exem- 
plarie puniſhments as they ſulteined. r.Cor.70.5.10 12, And 
as God hinſelfe, ſo holy men of God in allages, following 
his example , have carefully obſerved , and regiſtred to 
poſteritie the ſpeciall moſt remarkable judgments of God 
upon obſtinate ſinnes and ſinners of all ſorts, ( with which 
not only eccleſiaſticall,but even profane Stories, are full 
fraught) happened in the ages, and the places wherein 
they lived :._ Many whereot AM". loby Fox in his Ads and 
monuments , neerTuhe end , cM, Reynolds in his Treatiſe 
concerning the miraculow diſcovery and puniſhments of mur- 
thers and Murtherers, D* Thomas Feard in his Theatre of Gods 


—_— , with ſundry others, have colle&ed and dige- * 
ſtedinto intire TraQtates,the very reading & ſerious per- | 


uſall whereof , would no doubt daunt the moſt profeſſed 
Atheiſt, 8 reclaime the moſt incorrigible ſinner. I there- 
fore defiring to tread in their pious footſteps , having re- 
ceived from intelligence many memorable pre- 
ſidents of Gods avenging Inftice upon Sabbath-breakers; 
& the profaners of Sacred times devoured to his ſervice, 
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happening within the compaſſe of our little land within 

ol Wo mo ———_ ſpace, ( ſince uri of the Declaration 

ſalutis ager for Sports and Paſlimes after evening Prayer on theLords day, 

quem ad - iy Pariſh Churches by divers ( *) Miniſters) hath ſett open 

Medicw boy, the floudgates to this preſumptuous Sinne of Sabbath. 

rarer: Seas, breaking ; thought it a part of my bounden duty _ 
Cc 1 


| raging Prelares, for refuſing to joine with others in ſpur- ;+ ;z, 


| former ages , in ſuch who haveeither by dancing, Sports, whicheheugh 


ſerve and propagate their memorie both forthe honour 

of Gods truthand juſtice ; the vindication of the intire 
ſanctifycation of his ſacred day, ( which he hath viſiblie 

pleaded for from heaven , fince- men haye been auda- 

ciouſly profane , as topleade, and I would I could not ſay 

to (*) Write aud preach againſt ir uponearth) theclea- /4,.,.,,. 
ring of thoſe: Miniſters innocency , who now unjuſtly devine «f 
ſuffer thorough the malice of ungodly perſecutors, and FeS<bub; 
ring on the people to the greedy purſuite of this crying bebe rre- 
i / nn the i of hete Soules, their bolier 73h tr 
and ſhame of our religion , and the monition of this pre- and diſcourſe 
ſent, andall future ages , to beware of this fo dangerous # tbe $ 


atranſgreſſion; How God hath puniſhed this very Syn tn _— 


Paſtimes, or unneceſſary Labors and travels profaned his © <- 
Sacred day, I meane not to record: he thar lifteth may ,,,, ,,.. 
read ſtore of ſuch examples regiſtred to his hands in the ef Sabbath, 
(ounſell of Paris, under Levis and Lotharimsanne 829.1.1, % m—_—_ 
c, 50. ( whichrelates in generall ; That many preſent in charaieriſed 
thu (ouncell Were eye.witneſſes , and others of them had it with thas 
by relation , that ſome men uponghe Lords dey being aboute ora ond 
their huchandry , have bene flaine With thunder , ſome puni- 

shed With the contrattion of their _ and finnes , ſome 
even With wifible fire have had their bodyes 'and bones 
burnt up ina moment , and ſodainly reſolved imo. aches , and 
that many other terrible examples of like nature bath hap- 
pened anddid fall out diy/y: By WHICH IT WAS DE- 
CLARED, THAT GOD IS MVCH OF- 
FENDED WITH THE DISHONOVR OF SO 
GKEAT A DAI; ) Petrus Vleſſenfis in Litania major 
Sermo 20. In cMatheWw Paris , Hiſtoria Major Anno 
1200, P. 194. in *Koger Honenden AnnO 1200, p. 822, 
A 3 | In 


— 


In- Mathew Weftminfer. Flores Hiftoriarum : Anno 

1249. ln Fowcentius Beluacen/is ,, Speculum Morale 1, 3, 

pr. 9. DiſtinQtio 9, ofdances, In the fower of the Com. 
mungdements , printedinthe beginning of K, Hen. 8. fol, 

159. to 163. In Hepricas Gran, Diſtin, 9. Exemp. gr, 

in the Magdeburge Centuries Centurie, 12.C, 6, In 
DF.:BoWnde his doctrine of the Sabbath Edition. 2.p.252, 

£to 263, the firſt booke : ut M' obs Feild his declaration 

of Godsjudgmentsat Paris garden : in M* Philip Srubs 

his Anatonue of abuſes. p. 185. in the Practice of Piety: 

4:29. £0 434, and D*, Beard his Theatre of Gods judge. 

ments. All which have - _— ſyndrie notable Iudge. 
ments of God upon ſundry Sabbath-breakers { which 
have.prelumed to daunce, worke , or trayell , on the 

Lords holy-day) of purpoſe to ſhew the danger of profa. 

ning holy times , and-rodeterre men from this common 

ſinne ,; tor which ſo many have ſmarted from heaven.in 

an exemplarie mavner. 11ball therefore confine my ſelfe 

only.to ſuch domeſickeexawples as have fallen out in 

ſundry corners of this] qur -Realme within theſe. two 

» 2. Pet. 2. yeares , of purpoſeto refute the * wadneſſe of rhoſe Pro. 
+1  phers, whoin the Preſſeand Pulpit ; and the pro of 
thoſe people , who intheir dauncing-greenes, and may- 
polearbors , have bene ſo audacious , as toatticme, he 
Profanation of the Lords day by Maygames ,Daunces, May- 

poles, Wakes, and common Labour out of time of divine Ser- 

le) See the Vice , ( eſpecially after evening Prayer ) to be no fin at 
Hiſtoy, all againſt the 4. Commaundement,, or any other Law of :God 
Die eg ran 5 but ('c necgſary and commendable point of true 
Do&rine of OhriſBlan Liberty { they ſhould have (fayd of carnall and 
the Sabbath Neatheniſh licentiouſneſſe rather 7 ws which the people 
at (24, ft not be debarred ; Butletcheſe blinde guides , and li. 
She bertines katrie from theſe exanples , to' edrrect = 


 — 


therr erronious Judgment, and praQtiſe ; for ſcare the 
Lord make them Joogment, examples in this of £m f £0 teach 
ethers to heepe his Sabbaths better , and more intirely for 
the future;* Andifrheſe rragical f Qactes. of divine ju- 
ſtice wi!l not rs them , x ©: ſuch profaning of 
theLords moſt Sacred day , isa Syn , yeaanda crying 
+ Syn too, as all our writers, (yea and our Prelates gene- 
tion | 7ally , tillnow ef late ave unatimoulſly defined ,.and . 
robs | the whole S/ate in Parliament in (4) ro {ate Famons. Stan (42.Co. e, 


.C 
tesand (*)iWe more ancient CAG: , toomir yr (f ) H0- bon veg 


milyes ( 2) C,mmon Prater booke , (#) Canons , (s) Ar. 6.55. G6, 
ticles, and ( k) Injundtions , whic conclude the ſame ) (f of oh 
have adjudged ſuch a preſumptuous . tranl- + = 4 
pee ON, as Wi dre downe Gods vengeance on. mens Plc rf 
eads ; . Our late Soveraigne K. Lones of happy memory —_ 
and our preſent gracious Soveraigne Lord K. Charles with bitiorce as 
/ allthe Prelates , Cleargyand people of the Realme in the firſt yrianh aringpan4 


Ih E | yeares of bath their. Raignes , iv, the feverall; Bagkes of 5p: Ayr 


therr rayall authority 6&5, aud the Ab. nub - The Bag 


Common: Praier , and order for (he pet fas far/0#4 
PS 'f 
Co nſens and barty Lies og whole Realme Fe hy ebating ® 


Jag and ceaſing of iboſe dreadfull eating Plagues Vhic CP 
ſwallowed up mavy thouſands of people ewtr '} Becks ws. 


y : rg a cd ups ; That amonge other SYBs., The gra. (Com 


1 Long OF THE SABBATH (So Kavg loves; 'bis (5) Arrclex'5 


a e tyles the ſunday ) and not kerping boly the Lorgs fireiand.5'6 
”" 2 dey, Won cheife wo Why ihſe io et gd terrible Lf nant: 
at 
4 ) Plagaes { and why not this great which is 20. 
; xowhe RIES UFO tet + 
axticular perions, 
rd ur 
| fue 


I nn ns 


o 
ern one 


Writers of the reformed (hurches are of their opinion , 
(1) Homil, (4) <6 Eodolphus Gaalter, and ( ") Wolfgangus cMuſculus 
162. m (menofprincipall note andlearning amongethem ) will 
Math. fot. both alfire them”; that. the' Lords. day is not one 
308-F"- WHOLLY, ONLY, AND INTIRELY TO BE: 
#35. Hm SPENT IN RELIGIOVS PVBLIKE AND 
56.inLuf, PRIVATE DVTIES OF GODS WORSHIP, 
141. Hom. AND THAT DAVNCING , SPORTES, AND * 
6, mlon. pASTIMES,ON IT, ARE SINFVLL, AND EXE- ; 


4 A CRABLE; ( the conſtant judgment of all forraigne 


(m) Con- Proteſtant divines whatſoever, asI am able to prove; 


ment. M9 whatever (n) D' Helyn or (s) others have raſhly averred | 
_ "4 ' to the contrary 5 But likewiſe further informe them 


F 
. 


376. 423: That God may juſtly revenge the gr eat-comtempt of his Deity 
For bo rife v Sacred day with þ at and ſuch like Revell 


CT Hine and diſcorders, W 1 T H HORRIBLE PV NISH-# 


of the Sab= MENTS, NEITHER IS IT TO BE DOVBTED 

barb. pert-2: ( faith cM" Gualther) THAT THE PROFANATION | 

0, © 7 OF'THE LORDS-DAY,'IS NOT THE, LEAST: 
(0) D.Poole CAVSE. OF THE EVILS AND CALAMATIES 

hnghton '. OF OV RAGE ;; Yeatheirowne moſt illuſtrious Car: | 

"> dinall Robert Belarmine ( whom they allmoſt deify when 

9.8.+. © they doe but name him: ) is ſo farre a Puritan in this par. © 

(p) Cons - ricular; that he not only ſpetids (p) 4.0r 5. whole Sermones | 
A I FP ”' againſt dauncing munmeries,maſkes , and fach kikeBacchanals, 

- ++ +, (which he ſimply condemnes atall times', bz eFecially on 

- ſacred feitivals and Lords dayes 44 moſt deteſtable profa- 

nations of them 3) bur likewiſe profeſſeth ; that rhe pradtiſe 

| eo be ws the occaſion” of all the 

pablike calamiries and judgments whith they ſuffered, 

Bart by rhels Diner,  Hunmerics, Bacchanels ant diſcor- 

ders (ſaith the ) We polure theholy dayes of the ' Lord: and 

yee nevertbeleſſe do we. inquire the reaſons why God dath | 

Punich mf: Yy We are ' in our very. houſe; ? doe not 


the 


4 
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the Scriptures cry aloude , Sinne maketh a people miſerable: 
| And there is _- evill o- the Citie , which the Ro y 
7 not done, Therefore theſe our ſinnes of profaning the hol: 

dayes of the Lord Jo, oe y_ ”! rw h . hoop 

ocured us famine, and poverty , and peſtilence,and ſedition, 
and ALL PLAGVES AND SCOVRGES, 
| And verily ( faithhe ) in another Sermon. 7 vehement. 
ly feare, that if we proceed to celebrate the *Bacchanals With 
mummeries , and maſſes , and daunces , 4s We doe at other 
times, and 10 provoke God to wrath, with ſo many wicked 
Patimes,our ſmne Will be gro'\wen to the full at laſt, and the 
anger of the Lord be ſo farre incenſed , that he will utterly de. 
{fro us, as Woe ſee he hath deſtroyed _ nations, for What 
[pray hath deftroyed Grecia? But even that very thing Which 
| We doe? They Were men exceedingly given to drankeneſſes, fea. 
fing and DAVNCING, ({ and that upon ſacred 
times) as may be knone , by the Orations of Baſill, and Chri- 
ſoftome. But What hath God done > becauſe they were addifted 
20 theſe things, and eſpeciatlytoD AVNCING, he bath 
impoſed ſuch a ſevere tyrant ( to Wit the ag wpon their 
weeks , that they now groane under the yoke , and are preſſed 
with ſo beavy a burthen, THAT THEY AVE 
NEITHER TIME, NOR WILL TO 
DAVNCE OR CAPER. Thus Bellarmine to his 
greate admirers ſhame and refutation. If then this finne 
of profaning the Lords day , b —_— , _ 
Ales, Paſtimes , or unneceſſary trave abour , 


drawe downeGods Plagues and vengeance upon whole 
Kingdomes and Churches , as theſe authors , (rogether 
with 4".lohn Feild , in bis declaration of the judgement of 
God, at ParisGardew, and Hampbry Robarts in bis complains 
for the Reformation of divers vaine , and Wicked abuſed 
exerciſts , pradtiſed on the Sabbath day , Which tend _ 
| i; C 


hinder ance of the Goſpell , andincreaſe of many abominable 
vices : printed by Richard lones , London r 58 0. together 
with IM. Thilip Stubs , in bu Anatomic of abuſes , and 
M,. Tohn Nortbrooke in his Treatiſe Where in dicing D AV N- 
CING, waine playes and Enterindes , With other idle 
Paſlimes and cxeriſereommany wſedontheSABBATH 
DAY , are by the Word of Ged , and ancient Writers 
, reprooved, printed for George Biſhop. London: 1579.) 
moſt punCtually teſtifie : and the PracZiſe of Piety dedi- 
cated ro bis Majeſty , and 39, times printed by publike aus 
thority reſobves : no wonder if it hath lately cauſed God 
to unſheath his ſword of exemplarie juſtice upon theſe 
particular perſons , ( that I ſpeake not of the whole 
Kingdome in generall now ſcourged with a freſh plague 
and lately adrought ) whoſe tragicall examples I here 
preſent unto your view, todeterre all. others from this | 
Sinne. Itisatrue ſaying of Cyprian , Prebentur cuntti | 
Exempla, cum faerint quibuſdam irrogata Supplicia, The Di- 
vine e464 of a feW are Warnings to all : God grant 
that theſe may be ſo tous. Zee (ſaith the fame Father) 
is over audacious , whoſtrives to paſſe over there , where he 
hath ſeene another to have fallen 3 hee is outragiouſly | 
bead-fronge , who ts not ſfrucke With feare , When he 
beholds another periſh in that courſe ; Which he « running, 
be onely s 4 lover of bis owne' ſafety, Who takes Warning 
by the Deathes of others : and be alone is 4 prudent man, 
who i made wiſe by the Ruines of ther men, God of his 
mercie vouchſate that the exemplarie deathes of 
theſe few here ſpecified (and of thouſands more in this 
time of mortality, occaſioned by this Sinne of Sabbath. 
breaking were. as the former peſts ; Together With & 
Plague in Pope Pelagius the ſecond bis time An. Domin. 
CHEE $91, 


$97, as Petrus Blefſenſis in bu 20. Sermon de Litania 
majors, records. : ) may prove life to-many 3-and.the 


on ſome , become remedies to cre 
ag = tacke rar Smyth «2 


Amen. 
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ExamplesofGods judgments | 


VPON 
SABBATH- BREAKERS. 


AS25 Heſe Examples of Gods 


Wd 


2\" ſi, = two yeares laſt paſt , even fince the De- 
Sg EZ claration for ſports ( tolerated on the 
_ Lords day ) was publiſhed , and read 
by many Minifters in their ap 2 6" for hereupon 
ill diſpoſedpeople ( being as dry tewell , to which fire 
being put , quickly flameth forth, or as waters , you u 
and reſtrainedbeing ler looſe, breake forth more ned 
ly) were fo incouraged , it not inraged, as taking liber. 
ty diſpenſed, thereby ſo provoked God, that his wrath 


; 4B i» 


in ſundry places, hath broken out tothe deſtruftion of | 


many , weuld to God tothe inftrution of any. And the 
judgements are ſo much the more remarkable, that ſo 


many in number, as here are obſerved, ( befides many }; 


more , no doubt which have not come to our eares) 


ſhould fall within ſo narrowa compaſle of time, ſo thick, 


and that in ſo many places; as we read not of ſuch a num. 


ENG judgements hereunder ſet downe, have | 
> fallenout within the ſpace of leſſe then | 
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ber ; 


——— 


— —— 


Eg 
berof judgements in this kinde for this one fin through. 
out the whole —_ of time, from theApoſtles hitherto: 
So many there are of them, as, it were too heatheniſh to 
impute them to chance, & too much ſtupidity,and envy 
of Gods gJorie, not to acknowledge the ſpeciall hand of 
God in them , upon ſuch EN of his owne ſacred 
day: Anditwereto be wiſhed , thatallthe examples in 
atsS J this kinde, withio this compaſle of time ; were diligently 

colletedand compiled intoone Narration , for the fur- 
ther illuſtration of Gods glory , and for admonirion to 
all Sabbath-breakers, who it they repent nor, nor ſur- 
, ceaſe from fuch their profaneſle , it may lll be feared, 
od that the number of ſuch examples will be daily. increa- 
S | fed, tillthey make a heape for all the World ,ro ftand 
have J amazed at. In the meane time, who ſois wiſe, and will | 
then 'J obſerve theſe things , even they ſhall underſtand the | 
De- 7 loving kindnefle ofthe Lord : Plal. 107. 43. As forthe | 
1 the } truth of them, I have good teſtimony under the: hands 
read * of men, of ſufficient credit, for the moſt ofthem ;. and 
Pon * thereſt hath come to our eares by credible report; Ifit. 
fire ! hall fofall out, thatone ortwo, orfo, ſhould proove 
—_ : otherwiſe , either for the ſubſtance , or circumſtance ; 
wy 


ler not the Reader blame me , who have uſed my beſt 
{ diligence to inquire our the certain truth of them all, 
rath } and1amfurethe moſt ofthe examples are confirmed by 
2 of witnefſes without all exception ; and none of them is to | 
the me of any ſuſpeQed credit ; So as here are no fained 
t ſo miracles , nor tabulous tories, nor ould Wives tales, for 
any profane Scoffers toicare at, and play upun, therebyto- | 
res) diſgrace aud - diſcredit all - truthes iv this kite, as ſome 
of late have done(Hiſtory ofthe Sabbath. part. 2; chap, 7. 
Pag.223, ) but theſe examples — as wall m— 
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triall and ſearch ofthis preſent 2ge, wher:in are yet li- 
ving ſo many both eare and eye witne.ic of them, 


EXAMPLE. 19. 


A Miller at Churchdowne , neere Gloceſter , would 
needs ( contrary to the admonitions both of his Miniſter 
in private , and generally in publicke, yea and that very 
day , andof other chriſtian friends) Kkcepe a ſolemne 
Whitſon ale, for which he had made large preparation 
and proviion, even of threeſcore dozen of cheeſcakes, 
with other things | 63 yr ge z in the Church-houſe, 


halfe a mile from his mille , his muſical inftruments were _ 


ſett forth on the fide of the Church-houſe, where the Mi- 
niſter and people were to'paſſe to the Church roeveni 
Prayer. When prayer &Sermon were ended, theDrumbe 


is ſtruck up, the peeces diſcharged , the Muſicians play, ' 


and the rowt fall a dauncivg, till the evening; where they 
all with the Miller reſort to his mille;where that evening 
before they had ſupt,about 9. of the cloke on Whitſun. 
day, a firetooke ſuddainly in his houſe over their heads, 
and was ſo briefe and quicke , that it burnt downe his 
houſe and mille, and deyoured with all the greateſt of all 
his other proviſion and houſholdſtuffe, This is confirmed 
by ſundry good teſtimonies, 


EXAMPLE, 
Richard Benfield anApparitor in the pariſh of Hemr 


20, 


1634. 
Arrill, 20, Reed kept an Ale in the Church-houſe, joyning to the 


Church-yard with dauncing and revelling night and day 
without controule : pretending that the Biſbop would 


t li- 


the 
day 
auld 


1 raken theſe fiſhes from Baker , where 


beare him out) and not unlikely, becauſe at his PER. 
to the Biſhop of his Miniſter, for preachiog againſt daun- 
cipg and Maypoles , he was ſuſpended forkis labour ) It 
happened that upon the Lords day at even, being the 20. 
day of Aprill , that his youngeſt Sonne was accuſed for 
ſtealing a purſe, and 20. Shillings init , from a Butcher 
who lay drunke upon the board or table in the Church- 
houſe, for which he was like to be hanged ( the purſe be- 
ing found about him.) Vpon the 2 x, . - of the faid mo= 
neth, Benfield his eldeſt Sonne Richard went downe in- 


. J to HempſteedsPeirſe,about ſome bufines, & his youvgeſt 


brother with him,where they mett with a litle boy called 
Baker ( that had beene « fil bing ) having ſome ſmall 
fil hes in his hand. Benfields youngeſt Sonne would have 
n they fell ro- 
gether by the cares, The eldeſt brother Rich, Benfield 
went tohelpe his yonger brother, being too weake for 
Baker. This Baker did ſweare a great oath that he would 
ſtabbe him,if he did meddle bhi which words 
Benficld tell upon Baker, gave him a boxe or two , and 
ra:ne away. Baker followed him- with his knife in his 
hand , overtooke him , and rhruft his knife three inches 


4 deepe into his body , which wound prooved morrall, fo 


that he never ſpake more words then theſe;oh IackBaker 
hath killed me,and fo fell downe. Two men being pre- 


Fſentthere,tooke him up in their armes , brought hum up 


into the Church-houſe alive,and fo ſoone asthey had pur 

him our of their armes upon rhe Table, he groaned; and 

died. 

Remarkable itis,that w! eretFe Fat! erdrew le upon the Lordsday 
and ſo it:Int' e fame place | i-Sonne t''e next day drew 
his laſt breath ; for that the puniſhment inflited was 
with the reſemblance ofthe line conyifted, 


* 


1634, 


I634., 


x6 3 4. 


STAMPS: IC, 


At Baunton in Dorcetſhire ſome being at bowles 
on the Lords day , one flinging his bowle at his fellow- 
bowler , hithim on the eare , ſo as the bloud iſſued forth J 
at the other care, whereof he ſhortly died, The Murthe- lir 
rer fledd. JÞi 

EXAMPLE. 22. th 


One good man Paul neere Stoke in Dorcetſhire, I &, 
rejoycinge muchat the erection of a ſummer-pole, ata ? ,, 
Pariſh cald Simſbury in Dorcetſhire,& ſaying before one | 
hisNeighbours, he would goe ſee it , though he went na- 
ked through a quickſert hedge:which is a comon proverb 
they uſe : Going with hong inhis armes tocaſt into the 
bonfire , where he lived, and uſing theſe words : Heaven 

and earth are fullof thy glory,O Lord: he was preſently J \, 

ſmitten by the Stroke of God , and within 2. or 3. dayes / 
dyed , and his wite with him, Theſe two laſt examples 4 
are teſtifieth by a Miniſter in his letter to a brother 
Miniſter, 


EXAMPLE. 3. 


A Mayd at Enfield neere London , hearing of 
the liberty, which was given by the booke , which was 
publiſhed for ſports , would needs goe daunce , with 
others on the Lords day, ſaying ſhee would goe daunce, | 
{olong as ſhee could ſtand on her lgggs; ſhee daunced fo | 
long, that thereof within 2. or z. dayes ſhee dyed, 


EXAMPL E, 23. 
© Ta the edge of Efſex neere Brinkley; twofellowes 
working in a-thalkepitr, the one was boaſting to his 


Paid cg aorr 


his Miſtrifle with ha F4 


fellow ', how: he had angred 


late at their the laſt 
would anger her worſe the next S . He had no. ſoo+ 
nerſayd Sibar ſaddainly the earth fel downe upon him, © 
and flew him'out right, with the fall whereofhis fellowes 
limbe was broken, who had been alſo r with him in 
his jollity on the Lords day , eſcaping with his life , that 
_ rug tell the mt that God migh I and 
that by this warning he might repent of his fin arid re. 
forme ſuch his nevRinedls na remaine asa pillar of falr, 
to ſeaſon others with feare by his example, 


E X AM P L's. 24. - 

Thelaſt Spring a Miller hard by Wootton in Wor- 
ceſterſhire , went on the Lordsday to a wake , whence 
returning home againe , the ſame day at night found his 
Mill and houſe all ona'fier; this was teftified by a Mini- 
ſer (in a Reply toanother Miniſter) who was an eye wit- 


3 NECES, 


EXAMPL E. 25. 
AtWoolfton in the ſame Country, where the 
Miniſters father had beene Miniſter 40. yeares , and 
Gods blefling upon his labours, had reformed things ve- 
ry well, yet upon the publication of this booke in printe, 


y many of the inhabitants the ſpringe following , were im- 


boldned to ſet up Maypoles, Morrice daunce ', anda 
Whitſon ale, continuing their rude revelling 'a weeke 
together, with affronts to their ancieut and reve- 
rent Paſtor : bur it pleaſed God, that not long after, a 


ſparke from a ſmithes ſhop, cought ip that roome pre 


N | 
the ale was brewed, 'and though meaves were readyat 
hand, yetit could notbe quenched, but ſerthe. houſeon * 
fre, and preſently flew to the barne in which their diſor- 
der was, and burnt the ſame with 1 3. dwelling houſes * 


| 
more , moſt ofwhoſe inhabitants were actors or abetrers , Ali 
in the ſame : This is teftifieth by many, | or! 
At Topudlein Dorceſhiere, one fohn Hooper alixs : pr 


Cole, upon the promulgation of the ſayd Booke,was let "<p 
downe into a Well tocleanſe it, for to brew beere fora * 1,;. 
Whitſon ale, by Francis Laurence , alias Smith, and Ste- Ar 
phen P pe Chyrchwardens, whichWellwas in the backe _ ,; 
fide of *:chard, Laurence alias Smith, Whichlohr-Hoo- 3 yet 
perfei from the rope into the Well, where he dyed. , or: 


7 EXAMPLE 30... 
- ., -Richard Tones ſon of Widdow Iones, Iul;1634. not jn1 
farre from Dorcheſter, being ſeverely admoniſhed by his pai 
Mother, when ſhee underſtood. he had a:purpoſe on fat- * | fro 
turday night, to goe on the Lords day with other com- ! ſed 
panions roStoake to play at aſport, called-fiues., but per- * he: 
ſting un bis refphation , and going the.next day, accor- } yin 
dingly being the-Loxds day at Stoake , where he played 
at the ſaid jport, at night returning home with his com. © 
Panions, ®, Burges, W*®. Hill, lLohnEdwards,after they 
ad there wel drunke, they fall firſtajuſtling one another 


F 


in thevay, thentoboxes ; andinthe end Edwards ſtab- 

bing lonesundefr the left ſide; he dyed thereof,the mon. |» Oa 
day night following about feayeyot the Clocke,. Behold on 
here a ternible example of difobedience, to Gods holy ww 


-Soniniaudements, not only rhe fourth, but che fifth alſo, 


Ex. 


Heon 7 Eg | 
or. EXAMPEE 27. 


| 
At Ovendeane in Suſſex about 9. or 10. miles front 
RS 2 Alfriſton, alias Aſon, oge Iohn Arcold,of the age of one 
or two and twenty yeares, eldeſt ſonne to lohn — 
a blackſmith dwelling in Aſon , with other 
$ would needs falla ringing of the bells on a =o? arp day, 
{ preſuming the Booke for Sports gave them full liberty 
{otodoe. One of the Cong ens Robert Kenwaxd 
hindred them from their jangling ; whereupon the ſaid 

Ste= Arcold, and his companions Mr, 


in ſome conteſtation, 


cke > with him,telling, him chat though he bindzed them now, 


l00- I yet they would ring the next Sunday , whether he would 

® orno. Butthe faid Iohn Arcold the ringleader before 

' thenext Sunday came, was, ſtrucke with a ſickneſſe, in 
which he continued a fortnight or 3. weekes till hedicd, 

not in which time Robbert Kenward the Churchwarden, re- 

' his pairing to him, and putting him in minde of his bold af- 


lat- * tronting of him heſcemed to be forry for it, and promi- | 


M- 2: ſed,if God would be pleaſed, to reftore him againe to his 
Jer- | * health, he would never doe the like. God rhake his ſurvt- 
Or- } vying companions , and all others wiſeby his example. 


xey EXAMPLE. DE Se" 
her 

Ar Waltopajco Thames j Sury, tn from 
el Oatlands, viche laſt oyngmen on theLords 
1d day, after they had _ Prams: wo nn dr fore» 


ly | noone , where the Miniſter ptefling'the words of his 
4 | text ; our of 2», COr, 5, 10s: > that we mult appear 


163+ 


+ Ecd.11:9. other two wete drowned, Rejoyce, O younge man, in 


| 
before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt &c. they the while 
whiſpering one toanother; 4 theyate. In the afternoons 
they. went together over the Thames, upon the Ice,unto 
a houſe of diſorder, and cing, where they ſpent the 
reſt ofthe Lords day, and part of the night alſo in revel. 
ling, one of them in a Tauerne metrrily difcourfing the 
next day of his Sabbath-a&s., and voyage over the Ice; 
| but oathe Tewſday next after , theſe three returning 
home wards;and attempting to paſſe again over the yce, 
they all ſanke downe to the bottome as ſtones , wh 
one only of them ws miracwouſly preſeryed , but the * 


DO 9 -4A A, ma 2453 a +. a om 


thy youth;atd ter thy hart cheare thee in the dayes ofthy 
youth , and watke m rhe' wayes of thy hart , and inthe 
fight oſthine eyes : But know thou , that for all theſe 
things God will bringe thee untojudgemenr, 


Yawers wo 4k i + 3 Ws. WP 
In the yeare of our Lord 16 z 3, Octob, 26, after - 
the booke for ſports was known to be publiſhed in print, _ 
David Price a Welſhman, ſeryant to one Thomas Hill, 
aknowne Grafier of that Country , coming to Banbury 
with his drove oh Satturday night , declared his purpoſe | 
of driving them the next day , early in the morning * 
being the Sabbath or Lords day: his Hoſt where he lod. * 
ged, difſwaded him, becauſe it was the Sabbath day,and | « 
told hit that he would certainly be topped , and made 
tO'pay'for'it according to the Statute. Hee anſwered | 
thathe would drivethem, and let me ſee (faith hee) who 
will hinder me; 'So'inthe 'morning two other accom. 4 * 
paning him , he went to fetch the Cattell out of the | 
= 7. ground,, 


wa ww » A 


rr 
, one that khew him , mett him at the Townes 
end ( not yet ont of the Towne } and admoniſhed him , 
ſaying, What, David , today, today ? he made no an- 
fwere, but went onward , and though for any thing, that 
appeared to any other , or that himſelfe complained of, 
he was then in good health , as ever he was, yet within 
little more thena ſtones caft of the Towne, © he fell 
downe dead ſuddainly , and was burried in Banbury 
Church-yard the next day after z None could diſcerne, 
any ſenſible or evident cauſe of ſo ſuddaine a furprizall; 
and himſelfe gave no ſigne of any paine , weakeveſle , or 
illnefle, till the iuſtant time that he gave up the ghoſt, 


EXAMPLE. (5.) 


On Ian, 25, 1634.being the Lords day, in the time 
of the laft great Froſt 14. younge men preſuming to play 
at football upon the yce on the river Trent, neere to Ga- 
niſborrow , comming allcogether in a ſcuffle , the yce 
ſuddainly brake,and they were all drowned, 


EXAMP LE 30% 


At Wicks a 'Towne betwixt Colcheſter and Har- 
wich in fſex , upon Whitſunday laft in the afternoone 
- "ng meeting at the football , the one killed the 
or . 


EXAMPLE 31. 
At Oxford this laft Sommer on the Sabbathday, . 


one Bally Hawkes a Butcher, would needs into his 
feild with an hatchet and ſhowell to mend his ditch : 


his Wife difſwaded him what ſhee could , being the Sab- 


C 3 bath- 


4 


x2 

bathday, but he faid he would goe and make an end of 
his worke, which he did, for ſuddainly he was ſtruck dead 
' inhisditch, and ſo made anend of his worke, and his life 
rogether, 


E XAMPLE. 32. 


Alſoat Oxforda carpenter undertakingto mend a | 


Stage in $. Johns Colleidge onthe Satturday night , for 
the finiſhing wherof he muſt of neceflity ſpent ſome patt 
of the Lords day morning,that the Stage might be ready 
againſt the Munday following , he that night fell back. 
ward from the Stage , being not farre from the ground, 
and brake his neck, and ſoended his lite in a tearefull 
Tragedy. | & >" IRE? 


E XAMPLE. 33 


AtIuye Hinckley amile from Oxford ( about the 
time when May-poles are ſett up) on the Lords day after | 


evening Prayer , when moſt of the Towne were at the 
May-pole, one Iohn Cooper, ſervant to maſter Tinmore 
ofthe laid Towne, going along the ftreer , a Mayd our 
of a windowe in. Iohn Nicols his houſe , not farre 


from the Maypole , ' called. him ro come in thither, * 
where alſo was another Mayd , and a young man named * 
Chriſtopher younge, ſervant to Maſter Willis of the ſayd | 


Towne; Iohn Cooper at firſt refuſed to come to them, 


but the maydearyeſtly intreating him , he yeilded to | 


het, and being come.n , ſatedowne by the other two, 
where having fate a while,, the foreſaid Chriſtopher 
younge ſpied-a Gun -overthe chimney; which he ſu 
fing.gotto be charged , fondly tooke downe, audiella 
—_ 


rive 


17 
ing with it, and firſt levelled at mayds, and 


after held it up againſt Iohn Cooper , as he fate, and un. 


witritgly lifring upthe Cocke , it ſtracke fire , and the 
roece dither ed,and ſhot the faid Iohn Cooper throu 
the ſhoulder,ſo that he dyed preſently, being heard 


{ xolay, O Lord, 


EXAMPLE. (6, 


| At Doverthe very ſame Lords day , that the booke , 6; g; 
was read, one in S. Iames Pariſh that played ona kitr, 


went and played , and thereby calld together a forr of 
wenches young men-: But he was thereupon that 
very day ftruck by divine hand, ſo as within two dayes he 
dyed, | 


EXAMPLE 54 
A young man neere Bow, going to ſwimme in the 


river on Eflex fide , on the Lords day in the afternoone, 
was drowned, 


"EXAMPLE. 35. 


Two boyes of S; Albons, goingto Verolanes Potids, 
a mile off to Gm on the Lords day ,- Iuly 19: one ot. 


F them was drowned, andthe other hardly eſcaped. 


Ex> 


TR 


EXAMPLE 36, 


: - 


At Ramſey in Suffolke , a tall man onthe Lords day 
going with others toſwimme, and being advertized and 
warned of a hole in the water ; he ſware that there was 


no place there could drowne him,b ut-by and by on'a | 


ſuddaine he was mifling , being now under water , and ſo 
drowned. S464 


Oa September 13. 163. being the Lords day, two | 
young men of the Paiiſh of S, Dunſtans in the Weſt, | 


EXAMPLE 37. 


don, 


London, going toſwimme, were both drowned: - 


At Thurlow in Suffolke, one making a Feaſt to his 
freinds on the Sabbath day , for joy of the publiſhing of ** 
the Booke for ſports, was the next day prefſed to death, : 


EXAMPLE (7.) 


by the ſuddaine fall of a faggot ſtack, 


EXAMPLE, 38. 


At Twiford in Buckinghamſhire, a fellow playing | 
at cudgels on the Lords day-( oras ſome ſay, upon a re- ' 
well day) receaveda hurtin the face, whereof he dyed * 


the next weeke, 


"EXAMPLE 39. 


AtLemfter, one Maſter Powel, Ian. 16 34. onthe ; 

_ 

pole on that day as is credibly reported ) upon one 
| y repo 


ſerving a writt of ſb pens (and that of pur- 


'# - 


EPgeryF, 


| fell downe dead, and fj 


1 patnLonanon faire that was to be kept 
Munday following , ſayd to one on the Scruday 


| upofa May-pole 


r5 
Maſter Shuit a Gentleman , this he did in the Church? 
ard, ſo ſoone as they were come our of the Church : 
Maſter Shuir thereupon told him , I thought you had 
TG man then ſo,todoe this upon this day; 
he ope I am never a whit the more diſhoneſt, 
nh oe holy forth that: having ſpoken this , he ſuddaiply 
not a word more; his wife ſce- 
ing this , was ſud y ſtruck with fickneſſe, 


EXAMPLE 40 
A fellowin Sommerſerſhire being tomake atente 


thet thoy-wonklones & to. manor, ſo the y 
which was the Lords day, being drunk, he dyed the ſame 
day roaring. 


EX AMPEL B43 
Tn ay een ia at the ſetting 


pole, it miſcarrying fell upon a child, _ 
it  odic is reported that ie was che Churchnatdens 


* who was the cheefe ftickler in the buſiheſle. WT” 


when the May-pole in the ſame Towne , was againe the 


: ſecond time aſetting up, afire tooke inthe Towne, ſoas 
2 allthe pe 
Fir WET" 515 It the fire, 


ople about the May-pole were forced to leave 


EXAMPLE. 44: 


A May-Lord of miſrule, not farre from thence, BBs. 
came madd upon.it, | 


D KB X= 


E XAMPLE. 45. 


Alfoat Batterſey neere London, the laſt yeare a no- 
table example of Gods judgement befell a fidler, the 


_ou ofthe town of both fexes,being aſſembled ſolema- 


yto ſetup a garland _ their may-pole, and having 
gott a Taber and Pipe tor the purpoſe , he with the pipe 


in his mouth, fell down dead and never ſpake word, © * 


EXAMPLE '41. 


At Corſham in Wiltſhire in the Whitſanweeke,at a 
whitſon-ale, one Marke Hulbert, a lufty young man, un- 


dertaking to aCt the fooles part, was ſo extreamly drunke 
and hurt with falls taken in the time of his drunkenefle, 
that ſhortly he tooke his bed, where he lay very loath- 
ſomly,in moſt grieuous paine, until the ſixth day of Iune, 


being the Lordsday,on which wo at 4. of the clocke _ 


inthe afternoone (the uſuall time for youth to take their 
liberty) and was burried the ſame day before 9. of the 


clocke, & yet he burſt, before he was layd into his grave. 


See lob. 31, 3. 
EXAMPLE 46. 
On May 3 1.16 35.being the Lords day,oneRichard- 


Clerke(an apprentiſe unto 1 imothyDenorell ſhoomaker - 
of Sherſton in theCountry of Wiltſhire, within 3.miles of | 


Tedbury,)being'drunke atthe Church-houſe in the ſame 
Pariſh, rold Henry Larrum of the ſame Pariſh, that was 
then in the ſam e placedrunke likewiſewith the one. 


* 


. 
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houſe ale, that he the ſaid Richard, would either hens 


| himſeclfe , or drowne himfelfe , demanding of the ſayd 


Henry which ofthe two was beſt;unto whom hereplyed, 


1 thathe hoped he would do neither;on the day following, 


—_ munday in the morning , the faid Richard Clerke 
was ſeene to goe _ the ſtreat, without a bande , as 
ithe had beene going about his maſters buſineſſe , and 
putting on his band without the Towne , he gottupinto 
the middle of a tree,and there did hang himſelfe. A mi- 
ſerable effect of carnall liberty and profane meetings on 
the Lords day. 


EXAMPL E 47. 


The z1.May 16 35.the booke of recreation was read 
in the Pariſh Church of Alvelye in Comit. Salop, in the 
afternoone , after all divine exerciſes publicke ended, 
there fell out a bloody fight betwixt 3. of Alvelye above 
ſaid,and one of Envield of the Country of Stafford neere 
Adjacent, in ſo much that the man of Envield was fore 
wounded ,and had his jaw-bone broken , ſo that he could 
not eate his meat for the ſuſtaining of nature ; In his ex- 
tremity he layd his death to the c of the other z. 


$ The Churchwardens of thePariſh of Alvelye above ſaid, 


preſented theſe 4. for profaning of the Sabbath ro my 
Lord his grace of Canterbury(touſe the words of the re- 
lation) being che time of his metropoliticall viſitation, 
ſince which time two of the parties fledd ; the third was 


{ committed to priſon in Shewſbury , and was the next 


alliles to come to his anſwere, 


" D2 B5- 


EXAMPLE, 48. 


In March , betwixt 16 34. and 16 35, at Billericay in 
Eſſex, one Theophilus Peaſe, the Miniſters ſonne of rhat 
rowne, went toring the bells on the Sabbath day,whom 
the Churchwardensfor that time hindered ; Bur againſt 
the next Sabbath , he gathered a company together, 
ſaying he would ringe in difpite of the Churchwardens. 
While he was a ringing, he was taken with a giddineſſe 
= e —_— R ſo ticked , and about three dayes 

er dyed, | 


EXAMPLE 49. 


Anno x 6 3 5. Lanuarie or there about in Chicheſter 
Diocefſe,one Thomas Perkin , a willfull-and uſuall pro- 
faner of Gods Sabbathin Hailing South x being ringing 
on a Sabbath day, the rope tooke him up , ys | flingin 
him about 8, foot high , he fell downe ou his head , an 
was taken up dead , and fo remained long , bur lite at laſt 
was gotten into him, yet the bruiſe in his head is ſo. great 
and dangerous as death is,expected,and little hope of lite 

' remnineth, | 


EXAMP LE 50. 


At Craies, two miles from Billerikey , a ſervant of * 
Malter Holdſworth Miniſter there , ringing on the Sab- 
bath, his Maſter ſent to forbid him : but he would ring 
ſtill, 'and before he had done ringing, he was ſtrucke 
licke, anda while after dyed. 'T his was a little after the 
bookefor ſports was publikely read in the Church, 


E x- 


Fr 


T9: 


EXAMPLE Fr. 

In Tune x 6 3 5, onthe Lords day, the Tapfterand 
Chamberlaine of the Queenes head in Southwarke, ridd 
into Kent to be merry , and having drunke liberally , ri- 
ding homewards , the one of them fell from his horſe, 
and broke his necke, | hy 


EXAMPLE. 52, 


Alfo in Iune r6 3 5. and as ſome report the very 


! ſame Lords day , in Southwarke at the red lion, neere 


S: __y Church , in the afternoone , a man with 
another fate drinking fo longe, that the other about fixe 
ofthe clocke departing , fell a fleepe fo, that he never 
awaked againe. 


EXAMPLE, (8.) 
At Hellingſby y. or 6. miles from Afon in Suffex,, 


{ the booke being read on the Lords day , in the Church. 


by the Miniſter , on the next day being Munday , an- 
honeſt rman,one Tomkins being on his way, a neighbour 
overtakes him , and ſcoffingly askes him , if he would 
goe daunce with him the next Sunday ; ro whom the 
man aſwered , take heed that thou be not dauncing in: 


7 hell before that day come, or before it be longe ; By the 


next weeke Gods hand fell on this Scoffer, that himſelte- 


# and two more of his family dyed; 


EXAMPLE $3 


In the moneth of July 1 6 z 4. one Maſter _—_— 


D- 3 L 


| — — 
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20 
cheChirurgis ofthe Tower of London, having an horſe to 
ſell, & meeting with achapman, went toColeman-ftreer, 
where the horſe was kept, to ſee and contradt for him, on-Y tc 
the Lords day in the afternoone ; the horſe being fadled, 
M.Quince gets upon his back, to ſhew his chapman how | 
well he would pace; which done, as he was a lighting of * 
hisbacke, his Gate which lighted onthe ground flipped, ; uy 
the other foote hung in the ſtirrup, ſoas he fell ro the || le 
ound , and with the fall brake his thighbone ſhort off, | ſh: 
othat he was carried from the place to an houſe neere I lu 
adjoyning, where he lay ir: great paine, and agonye for 3 ch 
8: weekes ſpace or more, allnoſt mon—_ of his lite,  fa' 
and never ſtirring out of his bedde: at laſt ir pleaſed God, 4 pr 
| by degrees to recoverand reſtore him to the uſe of his F or 
legge againe, he having little uſe of it, (& that with great | th 
paine) tor halfe ayeares ſpace and more. His ſonne had JF ab 
difſwaded him from riding, becauſe it was the Lords day; { ſh 
and himſelf hach fince acknowledged it ajuſt judgement F th 
of God upon him for profaning that ſacred time , which | to 
hath made him more carefully to frequent the Church, 4 m 
and to avoyd the profanation of theLords day ever fince. { th 
— ox party himſelfe, and moſt of the Tower can } fo 
teſtify. | 


EXAMPLE (6) * th 


On February g,: x 6 3 4, being the Lords day, an 7 ® 
hecaries manin Limeſtreat London , rid to Barnet be 

with another companion,to make merry, who returning # 
home drunke, neere highe gate , met a Tinker , yn VC 
offring him ſome abuſe, the Tinker ſtrikes one of their F ® 
horſes, whereat the one bid the other run him through, F ©* 
who drawing his rapier , ran the Tinker through the } 


z 


| 


21 
breaſt, that he fell downe dead:therupon being by and by 
apprehended, and confeffivg the fat, they were both ſenc 
to Newgate. | 


E XAMPLE. 10. 


| At Thorneton neere Weſtcheſter, the people there; 1 6 3 4- 
; upon the firſt publiſhing ofthe booke prepar 


for a ſo- 
lemne ſummer-ale. The bringing in of their Zady flore 
ſhould have been guarded with a Marſhall troope : the 
laſtieſt wench,and ſtouteſt young man inthe towne were 


! choſento be the purveyors for cakes, and for ribbons for 
favours, the ſolemnity was to be on the munday, but the 
y preparation on the .Lords day ; this luſty tall mayd 


on the ſatturday before went to the mill, tofetch home 
the meale for cakes on her head , ſhee being ftronge and 
able tor the purpoſe : but inthe way , paſſing by a hedge, 
ſhee was ſuddaivly ſtruck by-a. divine ſtroke, and fell into 
the ditch, where ſheewas Gund dead ; ſhee was ſuffered 
to lye abroad in that pickle all the Lords day,til munday 
morning, when the Coroner being ſend tor , ſhee was: 
thence carried to her grave immediately , where all her 
ſolemnity was burried with her, & all her vaive thoughts 
inthar very day , wherein the great folemnity ſhould. 
have been. And ſee what a effe@ this wrought in 
the whole xowne ; Firft, all their mirth was turnedinto. 
mourning , no ſummer ale kept, and beſides that, they 

being moved by the dreadtull ſtroke of God, tooke their 

may-pole downe, which they had before ſetr up, and ne- 

verafter would preſume to ſet it up againe, or to have 
any more ſummer-ales , or may- . God grant they 


r would 
EK x-- 


continue in their ſober mindes , and that all 
learne to be wile by their example. 


EXAMPLE IN 

1634. In Yorkſhire at a Wake, inthe Pariſhof Otley at 
Baildon,on the Lords day, two of them fitting at drinke, 
latein the night , fell 'out and being parted, the one a 
little after finding his fellow , fitting by the fire with his 7 
backe towards him, comes behinde him , and with a 

ſl hatchet chines him downe the backe , ſo as his bowells 

q fell out ; the murtherer flying immediately, and being 

| hotly purſued .lept into a river , and fodrowned him- 

ſelte, O fearefull fruits of carnall liberty | 
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E XAMPLE, 18. 


One in Gloceſterſhire being very forward to ad- 
vance a ſolemne ſoramer-meeting , wherein his ſonne 
was to be a cheefe ſtickler , went himſelfe in = jolli- 
þ , and there beholding it, he fell downe ſud- 

inly, and ſo dyed, | 
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EXAMPLE, 12 


x63 5, Oneat Ham neere Kingſton , being a ſcoffer of all 
& goodneſſe,and a common profaner of the Sabbath, going 

abroad to ſee his on the Lords day, and findi 
ſome neighbours cattell to have broken in, be runnes to 
drivethem out, and that with ſuch cagerneſſe, that he 
felt downe dead inſtantly upon the place. 


EXAMPLE, T3, 


One Wrightat Kingſton , being a ſcoffer of Reli- 
gion , and rejoycipg much at the ſuſpending of his 
| | | Mini- 
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Miniſter , and others , fornot reading the books of 
ſports in their Churches , laying, hee hoped to ſee them 
allſo ſeryed ſhortly : was within a day or two after ftruck 
with a dead Pally, all oyer the one fide , and with 
blindnefſe and dumnefle, that he could neither goe, ſee, 
nor ſpeake, and ſo lay in a miſerable manner for a fort- 
night,and then dyed. 


EXAMPLE 14 


In Moorefields neere London , ſundry youths playing x 6; 5, 
. the 


at Catt on the Lords day , two of them tell out , 

one hitting the other under the eare with his catrt , the 
therewith fell downe for dead in the place, the other was 
ſent to priſon: but the dead for the time, by Gods mercy 
recovering, the priſoner was releaſed ; which may be a 
warning both to them, and all other youth, to take heed 
how they ſo profane the Lords day. 


4 © LE 3 ho Þ 7s 


A woman about Northampton , the ſame day that 
ſhee heard the booke for ſports read, went immediately, 
and having 3. pence in her purſe , hired a fellow to goe 
to the next Towne to fetch a Minſtrell , who comming, 
ſhee with others fella dauncing , which continued within 
night ; at which time ſhee was got with child , which at 
the birth ſhee murthering , was detected and 
ded, and being convented before the juſtice , ſhee con- 
feſſed it ;and with all told the occaſion of ie oying was 
ber falling to ſport on the Sabbath., upon the reading of 
E 


24 

the booke, ſoas for this treble ſinful at, her preſumtuous 
profaning of the Sabbath:which brought her adult e A8 
that myrther. Shee was according tothe Law , both of 
God and man , put todeath , much finne and miſery fol- 
loweth upon ſabbath-breaking. 


ESAMPL LE 


Alſo at Northampton , in the laſt Eaſter aſliſes, 
there was a youngman who formerly , by ſeeing the ex. 
ample of good people , in the due ſanCtification of the 
Lords day or Sabbath , had begun to reforme his former 
looſe kind of life,and to frame his converſation , accor- 
ding to Gods word , and that in the well keeping of the 
Sabbath,abſtaining therein from ſports and paſtimes,and 
ſpending the whole day in the publike and private duties 
ofit ; but when once he heard of the publiſhipg of the 
booke for ſports,and paſtimes, he fell backe againe to his 
former wallowing , and being taken as he was picking a 
pockert,when the ludge$weare in the Church, upon ex- 
amination confeſſed what he had formerly beene , and 
how he had been reformed, and that upon the publiſhing 
of the ſayd booke , he was incouraged to ran riot a freſh, 
by which meanes he tell into this 1mpiety and iniquity, 
for the which he ſuffered death, 


EXAMPLE 15. 


'»  Aprill x*, x6 3 5- being Satturday, one travel- 
Log with three others from.London to Maydenhead _- 
( 
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LY 
( the reſt ſpending the Sabbath there ) would travell n. 
his way., the vext day being the Lordsday , contrary 
bothto Gods commandement, and alſo of the Lady 
whom he ſerved: who had given him ſtri&. charge ; to 
obſerve the Sabbath,and nor to travell on it. He rode in 
the morning to Henley, and there heard the Sermon, 
after that he fell to travail.in the afternoone,. but as he 
went inthe way, leading his horſe in his hand gently 
downe a plaine deſcent,and even way , his horſe ſuddain. 
ly fell, and broke both his fore leggs , the man ſore agaſt 
at this not more ſuddaine , then ſtrange diſaſter, which 
he could not but. attribute > the —_— — hand of 
God,and bein all of recovery was forced him. 
ſelfe to or horſe in the has and fo to leave 
him; and being the next day overtaken at Abington by 
his company , whom he had lefr the day before, and they 
asking " a, Ge it fell out, le was no further on his way, 
he fmore his breaſt, and told them how it had befallen 
him in the way , ſaying that he had heard _ a good 
Sermon, yet none of them or any thing elſe did ſo worke 
upon his conſcience , as this thing did ; and that this ex- 
ample ſhould be a warning unto him for ever travailing. 
onthe Sabbathday againe. This is teſtified under, the 
bandsof thoſe wy 4 had travailed with him, and.over 
tooke him. 


EXAMPLE, 16. 


At Dartmouth: x 6 3, 44 upon the comming; 
forth and publiſhing af the booke for ſports, a com- 
pany of younkers on May-day morning before day , 
went into the Country , to fetch a May- 
pole with Drum and Trumpett ; whereat the neig 
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26 
bouring inhabitants were affrighted ſuppoſing ſome ene- 
mies had landed to facke them ,- the Pole being thus 
brought home and ſer up, they began to drinke healthes 
abour it , and to it , tillchey could not ſtand ſo ſteady as 
the pole did, whereupon the Major and Iuſtice bound the 
ringleaders over to the Seſſions , whereapon theſe com. 
plaining to the Archbiſhops Vicar Generall, then in his 
viſitation he prohibited the juſtices to proceed againſt 
them in regard of the Kings booke. But the juſtices ac. 
quainted him , they did it for their diſorder, in tran. 
greſſing the bounds ofthe booke , hereupon theſe liber. 
tines ſcorning at Authority, one of them fell ſuddainly 


+ Dext,2$. intoat Conſumption, whereof he ſhortly after dyed;now 


allchough this revelling was not on the Lords day , yet 
being upon any other day and __ May-day , the 
May-pole ſetup thereon , giving occaſion to the profa. 
nation of the Lords day the whole yeare after it was ſuf- 
ficient to provoke God, to ſend plagues and judgements 
among them, 


ES NANPELEA 03, 


In the ſame yeare 16 34.and inthe ſame Shire,one Ed- 
ward Amerideth a Gentleman, having bene pained*n his 
feet, and being upon his recovery , whereupon one ſayd 
unto him, he was glad toſee him ſo nimble. Amerideth 
replyed , that he doubted not, but to daunce about the 
May-pole the next Lords day : But behold the hand of 
the Lord, for before he moved out of that place , he was 
ſmitten with ſacha feeblenefle of hart,and dizfines in his 
head ,that defiring helpe to carry hinrto an wow 


as _ 


PSY LOMTLpDpD AY BOSD BD ODOnH a 5 mw 


= 
——W 


dyed before the Lords day came; fo fearefull it is to fall 
intothe hands of the living God, 


EXAMPLE $4- 

Many more examples might here be added, not on. 
ly ſuch as have fallen out wichin theſe two yeares laſt 
paſt, ſince the fayd booke was publiſhed by the Mini. 

in their Churches, but alſo, fince the booke was firſt 
of all printed and publiſhed, the very bruite whereof, 
without EI by Miniſters, was enough, and to 
much to imbolden youth to take their liberty in profa-. 
ning the Lords day, but for the preſent, 1 will add but 
one more. At Chidlington the edge of Hertford. 
ſhire,not farre fromHitchin,a com fellowes upon 
a holy day 8 Tn gy ro 
was tolling the bell, to aſſemble the reſt , ſome being 
come into the Church the randevoze of their meeting, 
ſaddainly it thundering was ſeene a blacke ball come 
tumbling downe a hill neere by : which tooke its courſe 
direQly into the Church, there it flew into the bell free 
and- firſt flew him , that tolled the bell , then it fluſtered 
about the Church and hurted divers of them, and ar laft 
burſting ; left a filthy ſtinke like tothat of brimſtone, 
and ſolctt aterror to all ſuch ſpend thrifts of precious 
time, and eſpecially ſuch as is dedicated to ſacred uſes, 
whoſois wiſe and will obſerve theſe things, even they 
ſhall underftand the loving kindnefſe ofthe Lord, Plal, 


107, 43» 


E XAMPEE, 4. 


26 3 46 Vpon May day laſt, being'the Lords day, a mayd of 


the Miniſter ofthe Pariſh, Cripplegate, London, was 
married toa Widower having 3. childfen,, the youngeſt 
being at Nurce in the Country; upon this day th ke 
their feaſt in the Church-houſe Joyning tothe Churc , 
where they ſpent all the afternoone in dauncing : but 
withinoneweekenfter, the Plague beganin that Pariſt> 
in the new married mans houſe , where within a moneth 
it tooke away the man and his wite , and his two children 
that were in the houſe. And thus was the Plague brought 
firſt into that Pariſh this yeare, 


To this we will adde another example, becauſe it fell 
within the ſame moneth, in the famecity. A Miniſter, 
Rector ofa Church in. London , on the ſaturday would 
goe with.two of his neighbours., boon companions, to be 
Joviallthe next day, being the Lords day, they conditio« 
_— he ſhould beſtow a Sermon upon them. They 
on the Lords day, being now in the country , ſpent the 
forenoone idly : in the afrernoone they goe to viſit an- 
other London Minifter, who had another benefice there 
inthe Country ; he puts his brother to-preach: :. which 
done invites hin , with his companions-, to a bottle of 
Sacke. They drank ſo-long, that the two neighbours ton- 
gues began to faile them. Hometo their lodging within 
atew miles they betake them. That night their Miniſter 
could not {leepe;and raifing early to walke'abroad, he re- 
turned with ſuch a coldneſſe upon him, that he looked, 
and felt like cold pale death ; the two neighbours 
wachdiſmayd , aud ich much ade get him home to 


| 
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London, where inthat caſe continuing, he dyeth befor 
the next Sabbath day. - _ ; 


EXAMPLE 55: 


Vpon May-Eve Thomas Troe of Glocefter, Car- ; 6 


nter inthe Pariſh of $, Michaell, ſome comming unto 
im,and asking him, whether he would goe with them to 
fetch the May-pole,he ſwore by the Lords woundes, that 
he would, though he never went more. Now while he 
was working on the May-pole on May day morning , be- 
fore he had finiſhed his worke , the Lord ſmote him with 
ſach a lameneſſe and ſwelling in all his tmbes , that he 
could neither goe, nor lift his hands to his mouth , to 
feedhimſelfe , but kept his bed forhalfe a yeare together 
and ftill goes lame to this day; May 4. 1636. 


EXAMPLE $6. 


About a yeare ſince 16z5.in Aſhton under theHill, 
inthe Pariſh ofBeckford , in the Country of Gloceſter, 
the Miniſter there Maſter Blackwell , having occa- 
fion in his Sermon in the afrernoone on the Lords. 
day to reproove the profaning of that day by ſports &c, 
as ſoone as the Sermon was done, a y of that 
place ufed theſe words , Now Maſter Blackwell hath 
done, we'le begin ; and ſo taking the Cudgells, playes 
with them ; and at the ſecond or third bour, he received 
a thruſt in one of his eyes , that thruſt ir quite out, ſoas ic 
hanged by , and could never recover it againe, 


Thele 
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"] He Examples of divine juſtice, ſo notorious, ſo re- 
markableboth for number and veſting ring fallen 
out in ſo narrow a compaſſe of time , and ſo diſperſed 
oyer the whole Land, as every particular place, and 
country might take ſpeciall notice thereof: 1t they will 
not take, and make impreſſion in our ſtony hearts , to 
moove us to ſpeedy repentance ( as for many other enor- 
mities , and crying fins, ſo in ſpeciall) for this our ring- 
leading finne of the heatheniſh profanation of the Sab. 
bath, or Lords day : what plea can we make for our 
ſelves, why the Lord of the Sabbath, ſhould not ſend 
ſome univerſall , epidemicall ſweeping calamity uponthe 
land , ſparing neither ſmall nor great? And now, that the 
plague and peſtilence begins to breake forth,and ſpreeds 
itſelfe much amongſt us,the Lord ſhooting theſe his ter. 
rible venemous arrowes , from which not even Princes 
nor Prelates palaces can ſecure themſelves , from be- 
coming his butts and marks : What can we more impute 
it unto , asthe cauſe thereof, then to this grand finne, of 
the profanation of the Sabbath or Lords day, occafioned 
ſomuch the more by the publiſhing of the late booke 
for ſports , and that , by the Miniſters themſelves ? For 
was it not the judgementand confeffion of King Iames 
of famous memory , and of the whole ſtate and King- 
dome in an exhortation publiſhed in that great plague, 
__—_ with his raigne , 1603,where are theſe words: 
TheLords Sabbath is not kept holy,but polluted &c.and 
therefore the cauſe is apparent, why the plague is broken 
inamongft us? And wasnot the ſame exhortationafter. 
wards republiſhed by our gracious King Charles ( whom 
God long preſerve religious and righteous Governour 
Over 
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IF 3! 
, with the appro. 


overus ) in the firſt yeare of his rai 
bation of the whole Parliament , where the ſame is ac. 
knowledged of that other great Plague, in the beginni 


of his Raigne 1 62 EE 
principall 


inall & foech 
cauſe thereof , was the not keeping ages the 
Lerdsday ? And if this were aprincipall cauſe of thoſe 
great __ then, why _ of this which now _ ſuffer ? 
ea what Plagueu es may we not juſtly ex 
B breake Cn Neel da [ho , ONCE _- 
increaſed & ſurpaſſed our fathers fins , and that in fucha 
height,as they reach upto heaven , to pull downe flames 
and flakes of vengeance upon our heads. And ſo much 
the more, fith upon the publiſhing of the ſaid booke,ſo 
manyfold miſchiefes have attended and followed, as ne. 
ver any age fince Chriſt, much lefle ſuch a Chriſtian ſtate 
as we proteſſeto be , hath ſeene, or ever heard the like, 


For beſides the open violation of Gods holy comman- | zz,,, 
dement,the 4. Morall, acknowledged in our # Homily the time end 
to be the ground of our Chriftiau Sabbath day ( as it is \*9Proy 


&, Part, T- 


there, no leſſe then 8, ſeverall times diſtivAly ftiled ; as gy 


alſo in another * Homily twice, which by the way makes 125. 126. 


me wonder at the audacious infolence, & arrogant igno- * 

rance of ſome new Maſters in theſe o_ Fo 

lar of DF. Poch. in his S@nday ne 

aſhamed to avouch with open mouth , that the name of 

Sabbath was never given to the Lords day , untill it was 

brought in bylohnKnox, & others ofthe Puritan faftion 

in the yeare 5 54. What faith he then tothe Homilies of 

ourChurch, which were ſet forth in K.Edw.6.hisRai 

and ſoI am ſure before 15 54.by 3.0r 4.ycares; now t 

(ro omitt innumerable teſtimonies more, both out of an- 

cientFathers , and thePrelates ofthis Land too large to 
F 2 be 


es,and 1D paIrtiCu- befion. part, 
Sabbarb, who is not 3-748: 292+ - 


32 
be comprehended in a Parenthefis , being now to furniſh 
a pretty Treatiſe)theſe our Homilies(I ſay)ſo frequently 
and clearly called the Lords day the Sabbath day, before 
Tohn Knox calledit ſo, r 5 5 4. And the ſame Homilies 
being ſet forth afreſh by Queene Elizabeth, 1 5 6 2, will 
Dr. P. dare to charge the learned and pious compilers of 
them,a pack of Puritans,or(as * ſome other) NOVELL 
SABBATARIANS? But this by the way ) by which 
violation(I ſay) of the Sabbath or Lords day,God is into» 
lerably diſhonoured,and his Religion diſgraced through 
outragious libertiniſme: What an invention of Antichri- 
ſtian tyranny hath broken in at the ge: this great 
fluice 2 What havock is made in our Church by fly of 
the Hierarchy in ſuſpending godly Miniſters, deprivin 
them of their liberry,livelyhood, and Freeholds, a inſ 
all Lawes ofGod and man, ſoas they,their wives and chil. 
drenaro expoſed to beggery and all miſery, and their 
flocks tobe devoured of the wolves, and to become a 
prey to that roaring Lion, and all this, becauſe they dare 
not offer violence to their conſciences, indoing thar, 
which ſhould diſhonour God , indanger their owne, and 
their peoples ſoules , abaſe before God and man the an- 
thority and dignity to their Miniſtry , condemnethe in- 
nocent people of God , and call the wicked righteous, 
teach inferiours rebellion to their Superiours , and ina 
word haſten the pulling downe of vengeance from hea. 
venupon the Land 2 O ye heavens, ſtand amazed at this 
fight! Tellir not in Gath,nor publiſh it in the Streets of 
Aſkelon, leaftthe daughters of the Philiſtims rejoyce, 
leaſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed triumph, 
'What could the Pope have done more,then ſome of our 
Prelates have done in this kind , for the darkening of the 


; glory 
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oloryof Chriſts Kingdoine;and for the ſetting upof AZ 
tichriſts throne againe in this Land? But our fayth, 
Ye ſhall know them by their fruits. Beſides , what impu- 
dency and irapiety hath broken out fromſundry atry and 
ambitious ſpirits , who have dared in their late publiſhed 
bookes upon bookes , to belch out their blaſphemies a- 
| eg , and the power, purity, and profeſſion of the 

eligion eſtabliſhed amongft us for ſo yeares, Nor 
only is the floodgate of all profaneneſſe and impiety bro- 
ken up,in the violation of the 4. commandement, but of 
the x. alſo, when as, by occaſion of the publiſhing of the 
ſayd booke(which inhibitsMagj and ſuperiours, to 
reſtraine or puniſh youth for taking ſuch liberty onthe 
Lords day, as the booke alloweth, and which all other 
books , writings, monuments of Fathers, Councells, 
Kings, Emperours, Divines ancient and moderne, Prote. 
ſtants and Papiſts , bave univerſally with one vote and 
voyce cryed downe, till now but yeſterday a new genera» 
tion of Maleferiati hath riſen up , outdaringand defining 
= ons + wang > elte) inferiour perſons ex- 

t themſelves in high contempt againſt their Supe- 
riours,as the ——_ vul —_ the —_ and 
Miniſter, ſervants againſt Feir Mafters, chi againfÞ 
their Parents,and wanton wives againſt their huſbands, 
which hath cauſed ſuch outcryes and complaints of ma. 
ſters, for their ſervants unbridled and uncontrowled out. 
rage on the Lords day ; which muſt alſo in-jure 
them with pride ms ſumption of ſpirit the 
whole weeke after , and fo their whole life , while 
like untamed colts they have thus learned to take 


the bitt-betweene their teeth , and ſo to runne 
F 2 32 


a gallop into; all exceſle of riot, 
aa | 


Ro ifthe booke benot all the ſooner called in, and the 
authors of thoſe late books againſt the ſanftificatien of 
the Lords day condignly puniſhed; and a ſpeedy refor. 
mation hereofſet on toot: how can we looke for a ſtay of 
the plague untill the Land be conſumed ? Now the Lord 
- make us wiſe,tolay theſe things to heart, leaſt he teare in 
$, and there be-none to deliver. For as never any 
Chriftian Church hath produced fuch monſtrous impie- 
ties: ſo never any Church hath bene the theater of ſuch 
tragicall examples of divine wrath , as our Land is like to 
be,ifwe ſpeedily repent not. Valeſſe therefore we re- 
pent, woſhall all likewiſe periſh , as theſe examples have 
done before us, 

Now for theſe ſo many, ſo markable examples ofGods 
judgements inflicted upon the violaters and profaners of 
the Lords day,and that in fo ſhort a time , even fincethe 
booketor ſuch ſports was publiſhed , we may thus argue 
and conclude, 

That, for whichthe Lord inflicteth. and. executed fo 
many notorious and ſevere judgements , muſt needs bea 
notorious and hainous fin , and fo a breach of his holy 
commandement. 

But for the violation and profanation of theLords day 
by ſports and paſtimes, or by ſervile works , the Lord in- 
flicteth and executeth many notorious and ſevere judge- 
ments,as of late wehave ſcene. Erg.the violation & pro- 
fanation of the Lords day is a notorious and heinous fin, 

and ſoa breach of Gods holy commandement, 

The Major Propofitionis a Maxime in Divinity. God 
puniſheth:no man, bur for fin:and fin is a tranſgreſſion of 
Gods law: 1.Ioh.z. 4. For the Minor propoſition, it is fo 
deare, as ometbadeial, ccpramaniibe ins: 
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leſſe and blind Atheiſts But they that feareGod, (hall de- 
clare the worke of God, for they ſhall wiſely conſider of 
his doing; as Pf. 64.9, Now if the violation or profanation 
of the Lords day be a fin, and fo a tranſpreſſion of Gods 
holy commandement:then of what holyc 6mandemert, 
bur of the 4. And if of the 4.then the holy keeping of the 
Lords day for the Chriftian Sabbath , is grounded upon 
the 4. commandement,and comanded init, as God hath: 
abundantly teſtified by his many remarkable judgments, 
even within this two yeares, as hath bene ſhewed. 

Ob, But here ſome may obje& : God may puniſh men 
for the breach of humaine ordinances , which are not the 
expreſſe commandements of God. Soin this inſtance, 
God may puniſh the violationor profanatis of the Lords 
day by ſuch ſportes, or wakes , as being a breach of a hu- 
maine ordinance , or Ecclefiaſticall inſtitution. 

nſw. 1 anſwere it is true, all humaine ordinances, 
being not againſt Gods word , are to be obſerved for 
conſcience ſake of Gods commandement , comman- 
ding ſubjeCtion toall ordinances of men for the Lords. 

©, 

70 if tt were a humaine ordinance,to —_—_ this day 
of holy reſt to God by a perpetuall vow and Decree :. 
then rd cater is ref , thar devoure that which is 
ſanified , and after the vow make inquiry, how is may 
be violated. So as they ly under the wrath of God , for 
ſodoing , and are lyable to the like judgements, without 
repentance. 
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THE EPILOGVE. 


T Hu have I preſented youwith a large ſcene of late ſeverall 
ex imples of Gods j adgements upon Sabbath. breaters,and 
(4;Sothe ſach diforderly ple, Who have bene ſo preſumptuous 44 
- — «10 profane the Rb ſacred day , againſt the monitions of 
x, files Gods faithfull Miniſters , with unneceſſary labour, vaine ſports 
them, andidile paſtimes, Towhich Imight annexmany ancient Pre- 
cedents of like nature which I pretermit , onley one excepted, 

Whichis remarkable.ln the yeare of our Lord 1 $83. inthe 

famous Metropolis of this our Land,theCity of London, 

(b) Vincey- EWOCitizens the one leaving his wite , the other her huſ- 
tim Volnas band, and committing adultery together on the Lords- 
n——_ day, it pleaſed God to ftrike them dead with fire from 
ps.9. Diſtcy heaven, whilſt they were in in the very act ofuncleannes, 
6. Maſter their bodies being left dead in the place halfe burnt up, 
— ſending out a molt loathſome favour , for a ſpectacle of 
Lovel, and Gods avenging juſticeunto others,to teach them bothto 
others m - ſhun the fin of adultery and otSabbath-breaking too, and 
_ apa to take heed ho they commit any ſin or wickedneſſe at any 
. time andeſpecially on Gods ſacred day,or boy they follow daun. 
(c) The late cing,may-games, moriſaaunces, ales, and ſuch laſciviow paſ- 
Pang. dif. #imes, (b) which commoly end in whoredome, adultery as 
courſe of we being itrong allurements thereunto , 1b# judgment Was ſo 
Con ſun famousand remarkable , that Laurentius Bayenlinke, « for- 
WA : Dos Taine Hiftorian,in bis OpusC —_ orbis univerſfi 
Pri. nd Antwerp. 1611.Þ, 110, bath thought good toregiſter it 
ſe #2" to poſterity, if any deeme thoſe judgements ſtrange , or that God 
ainſt Sab. [bould inflict ſuch puniſhments onthu ſin, which ſome now juſli- 

Comic no- f5,44 4 part of Chriſtian liberty both in the Pulpit & GO 
veitier, red works.7 ſball only intreat ſuch to remember that the whole 
Con- 
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Convocation houſe, all the Archbi , Biſhops, Arch. 
deacons , and greateſt Clerks of England in theirbooke 
intituled THE INSTITVYVTION OF A CHRISTIAN 
MAN, ſubſcribedwith all their names,and dedicated to 
K. Hen.$, an.15 37, 4nd K, Hen. 8. himſelfe in his owne 
bookeinſcribed A neceſſary doctrine anderudition for 
any Chriſtian man ſer forth by the KingsMajeſty of Eng. - 
land, with the adviſe and approbationof the Lords ſpiri- 
tuall and temporall,and Nether houſe of Parliament, an. 
1543.49d by the King himſelte, dedicated under his name 
and title to all his faithfull and loving fubjects, and publi.. 
ſhed by vertue of the Statute,of 32. H.8.c. 26. in the ex. 
poſition of the 4.Commandement, have #n the very daw- 
wing of Reformation injoyned all Biſhops and Preachers di- 
ligentlyto inſtruct and teach the people, committed to 
their ſpirituall charge ( end 7 Wiſh that ſame Biſhops Would 
no'W doe it) that againſt this commandement generally do 
offend all they,which having no lawfull impedimenr,doe 
not give themſelves upon the holy day to heare the word 
of God to remember the benefits of Gd, to give thanks 
fr the ſame, to pray, to exerciſe ſuch holyworks both 
ublikely in the Church, and privately in their houſes , as «x,,, 5, 
bs appointed for ſuch holy dayes:but(as c:mmonly is u- fnce and the 
ſed) paſſe the time either in idleneſſe,ingluttony, in riot Poem &4 
cr other vaine and idle paſtime, DOE * BREAKE THIS , 7,1: 
COMMAN DEM E NT, Forlurely ſuch keeping #. 
ofholy day, is not according to the intent 8& meaviog of 7.4! the _ 
this comandement,s ſome neW *DoCtors vow dogmatize) ike 
but after the uſage & Cuſt-me of the Iewes, (:hough ſome wurſs of th 
lateRabbies woald make the world beleeve that the ſtrict ſan- (a) Eriſt.6 
Rificationof the Lords day, and the reſtraining of vaine ,4 A 
Sports and Paſtimes on it , is [ewiſh, when(s) , —-=<pif 
(*) Aug- 


(b)Traft.3, 18 | | 
mloh.de 19-(4) Atguſtine, (c) Cirillus, Alexandrinus , (4) Ephraim, 


In P32? ' Syrus, (*) Socrates , Scholaſticus, (f) Theodofius 
91. Decon- the Emperor, ( g )Beda, Vincentius Belvacenfis , and gene. 
SnjuEne"g. ,ally all authors ſince , have branded dauncing, ſports , and 


hb 2.0.77. "te 
(c) In Iob.  recreationson the Lords day bothas jewith and heathe- 


| Euang.li.S. njſhand (i) D* IohnWhite in his way to the true Church, 

&5-(9):%*= defended & publiſhed by his elder brother, D* Fr. White 
dic, now Bp.of tly,(&) M-Zanchie, ({)Woltg. Muſculus, (m) M* 
(c — - . TohnSprint,asPopiſa and licentious;tending to the over- 
r2.(f) cthrow of piety,and deſolation of publike Governement,) 
dicyThedo= and doth not pleaſe God , but doth much more offend 


” 6. pn him, 4nd provoke hi indignation and wrath towards #1, For 


(x Enere in as(®) S. Auguſtine faith of the Iewes, they ſhould be bet- 
- 91- ter occupied, labouring in the feilds, and to be at plough, 


Mo ; 
b) Ic then to be idle at home, And women ſhould better be- 


part.9.c. 6- ſtow their time in ſpinning of wool, then on the Sabbath. 
p00p- Ph day to looſe their time in leaping or dauncing, and other 
Se.38 i idle wantonneſſe. Now if the WholeClerg y, King,State,and 
1.þ-110, Parliament were ſo quicke-ſighted as in thoſe times of darknes 
on 3 gr, to ſee a Lords day Sabboth # the 4, commandement , zo be 
"be. p pl 2 Wholly,onely and intirely dedicated roGod and his true 
(k)In4- worſhip, they there teach;and ſo piows as to beleeve that the 
T1 Tobm exerciſe of vaine idle ſports, Paſtimes, and dauncing on it, did 
Eu,c, 7.fol. much more offend God, then ploughing or ſpinning, and 
273+ proyoke his wrath and indignation towards us; #0 Wonder 
( ria "ua if we in the cleave ſunſhine ff the Goſpell behold (0 ____ 
ck $44. ſpectacles of hs Wrath, andindignation againit the offendors 

bathd, p, 4. of 1915 commandement in thu kind, to teach theſe blind Seers, 


(n)In lohan, 11.4 ſedncing guides ( as ( + Latimer /ong ſince named 


pas them\thatGodus now a jealous for the ſandification of his day, 


g1.de 10. and 44 much offended with the- profaneſſe of it , and in. 
chorls © 3: Fingers of the fourthCommandement , by anneceſſary | thi 


(o) In his 
Cermons, laboars, 
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Labowrs, travel, or idle paftimes , as be had bene in any age, Wes ares 
not rather much more, in regard of the great light of the 'ifies the 
Goſpell,that hath for theſe many yeares ſoclearhy ſhined among /{ —_ 
w, Whichif they will not yet beleeve,7 ſhall at once cloſe ap theiy treatiſe and 
monthes With the reſolution of our Homilies ratified by (7) AQt _—_ ” 

of Parliament,«nd the 25, Article of our Church, 18 Which (r) Pare. r. 
theſe Novellersbave ſubſcribed , and whoſe Patronage they Y tbe tme 
againſt all (q) novell Sabbatarians : But alas( ſasrb —_— F 
r) the Homily)all theſe notwithſtanding ( and 1 pray God,1 126. ho 
may not ſtill ay notwithſtandin ——_— examples ) it * Treatiſe of 
is lamentable to ſee the wicked boldnefſe of thoſe , that 7 
will be counted Gods peop 


their pride, pranking and pricking, pointing and painting 294, 
| G theme wie others; 


mily 


times ft 'yles 
the Lords 


0 
themſelves to be gotgeous and gay , theyreſt in exceſſe 
and ſuperfluity,in gluttony and drunkennefle(as they doe 
at Wakes, Ales,and May-poles)like ratts and ſwine, they reſt 
in brawling and rayling, in quarrelling and fighting , they 
reſt in wantonnes (4nd What elſe & dauncing moriſ-dauncing, 
mayzaming Fc) into-iſh talking, in filthy fleſblines,fo that 
it doth too evidently appeare, that God is more diſho. 
noured and the devill better ſerved on Sunday, 
then upon all the dayes of the weeke beſides. And 
E aſſure you , that the beaſts that are comman. 
ded to reſt on the Sunday, honour God better then 
this kind of people , for they offend not God , they 
breake not their holy dayes. Wherefore, O ye people of 
God, lay your hands upon your hearts, repent and amend 
this grievous and dangerous wickednefſe, ſtand in'awe of 
the commandementof God, gladly followe the example 
of God himfelfe, be not diſobedient to the godly order 
of ChriſtsChurch uſed and kept trom the Apoſtles times 
untill this day , feare the 1. ——_ and juſt plagues of 


*See theHo- Allmighty God if ye be negligent, and forbeare not la- 


bouring and travailing on the * SABBATH DAY, and 
doe not reſort together to celebrate and magnifie Gods 


day and the bleffed namein quiet holinefſe and godly reverence. / 


3. bonuly 0 


rebellion 
twice, 


+ Note. 


ſhall conclude all with the Words of theCouncell of Paris under 
Lewis andLotharius. 4»no#29.14.1.c.50.0.06.3...5.0 19, 
Malta alia terribiliajudicia ere, Many other terrible judg. 
ments have bene, and hetherto are , whereby is declared 
bow much God is offended with the diſhonour of this 
day. Wherefore the Imperiall highneſle is ſpecially to be 
implored of the + Preiſts , that this power ordained of 
God for the honour and reverence of {o great a day, may 
put a feare intoall men, leaſt none of what condio ſoever 
pre. 
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preſum eonthis holy and venerable day to uſe theſe k. 


the likeſports,dauncings and leapings hereafter, becauſe 
while they doe theſe things , they both darken the 
glory of Chriſtianity , and give occaſion to the blaſphe - 
mers of Chriſts name the more to diſhonour him. 

Werequirealſo, and earneſtly intreat , that in the 
obſervation of the Lords day, as we have a longe time 
beſeeched you , you uſe due care that unlefſe great ne- 
ceſſity codon you, free your ſelves on that day , as 
much as may be from worldly cares and ſollicitouſneſſe, 
And that which becometh the honour of fo great a 
day , that both you your ſelves doe it, and by your 
example doe teach and compell yoursto doe it. 

We wholſomly admonith all faithfull people, that 
they give due honour and reverence to the Lords day, 
becauſe thediſhonour of this day doth both much ſwarue 
and abhorre from Chriſtian religion, and doth without 
doubt procure the perill of ſoules to the violaters there. 
of; And With that of the Councell of Burges, an, 1582, 
apud Bachellum Decreta Eccleſie Gall l, 4. Tit.7. c. 21, All 
though Lords dayes and holy dayes are inſticuted only 
for this purpoſe , that faithfull Chriſtians abſtaining 
from externall and gainfull works, might more freely 
and with greater piety give themſelves to divine wor- 
ſhip], and to the meditation of the infinite benefits of 
Gods goodneſſe towards mankinde , and fo being 
WHOLL'Y takenup with the wholſome duties 
of religion , ſtould diligently beware as /gnatiue 
admonitheth the Philippians , thatthey ſhould not abuſe 
holy dayes with any diſgrace or injuries, yet notwith- 
ſtanding in our tinies , it prepoſterouſly and uſually 
comes to paſſe , that both ſolemne and religious 

G 2 ayes 


£2 
dayes are not only ſpent in tranſain whull and ſe- 
cular buſineſſe, but ife in luxury,laſciviouſneffe, pro. 
hibired ſports and paſtimes Revells,and the exerciſing of 
other wickednefles , whereupon itis not to be doubted, 
that for the greateſt part , ſo many calamities wherewith 
weare ſolong fince conſumed are juſtly inflicted on us 
by God, whois incenſed againſt us by ſo great wickednes, 
To appeaſe whoſe preſent anger and likewiſe to avert his 
greater indignation hanging over our heads : we com- 
mandall Pariſh Priefts of our Province , that they fre- 
gu and ſeriouſly admoniſh the people,that onLords 
yes they not only kerpe themſelves all prohi- 
bited works, but likewiſe that they be ex «nimo cordially 
and religiouſly , preſent at all ſacred miſteries of the 
Church,and at the preaching ofGods word, and thar they 
pretermit not the works of piety in releiving the poore, 
comforting the afflicted , and in coing Gy pious 
things, wherein Chriſtian proteſſion and charity do moſt 
of all ſhine forth. And we exhorr all Magiſtrates accor- 
ding to their and our duety, as farre as poſſibly we may, 
thatchey would take care , that thoſe holy and ſolemne 
dayes ſhould be holily and piouſly celebrated , this being 
rincipally in their power,and belonging to their charge, 
Neither verily canany manner of Governing the com- 
mon wealth , be better or more praiſe worthy then that 
which gives the firſt place and care todiyine 
worſhip and religion, 
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(43) 
Chriftian Reader,as theſe —_—_— have beene diſplaced, ſoone of 
them bath beene omitted inthe printing,which becauſe it isnotable 575, 
and worthy conſideration, ! ſhall here adde for a conclufion.M* Wihs- 
am Noy, that great Gamaliel of the Law, his Majeſties late Aturney 
generail,as he hada great hand in compiling and republiſhing the 
late Declaration for paſtimes on the Lords day (thruſt our by his, and 
a great Prelates praQtite,re thwart ludge Richardſon; good order for 
the (uppreſling of Wakes and Revels in Semerſeeſbrre,and the luſtices 
of that Shires Petition to his Majeſty tor the continuance of it,and to 
make way for a Starchamber cenſure againit M'.Pry=ne )lo he eagerly , 
perſecuted this wel-deſcrving Gentleman of his own Profeſſion and "—_— 
Socicty,(to whom he wasformerly a friend in appearance,but an in- of aud tee 
veterace enemy intruth) for his Hiffrio-Maſtix, compiled onely our who feſt 
of the words and ſentences of other approved Authors of all torts, fheved his 
againſt the uſe and exerciſe of Stage-plaies, Enterludes,Morifſdances, 39% 19 the | 
Maygamez, May-poles, Wakes, lafcivious mixt Dancing, and other Cab” 
Echuick paſtimes,condemanecd in all ages, without any thought or ſu- = | 
ſpition ot giving the leaſt cffencegcither ro the Kings moſt excellent come to bee 
Majeſty,th.Queene,or State,as heaverred in his Antwer upon Oath. bis fellow 
And although:his book was written 4.ycares, licenſed almoſt three, priſencrs *8 
printed tully off a quarter of a yeare, aud publiſhed 6.weekes before '** _— 
the Queenes Majcities *Paſtorall,againſt which it was falſely voiced = - 
to have becne principally wrir ligently peruſed and licenſed by a bis 
M*.7 homas Buckner the then Archbiſhop of Canterbury his Chap- apphed text 
laine,both Letore and after it came from the Prefſc,cntred in the Sta- *The Indge 
rioncrs Hall under the Wardens hand, printed publiſcely in three au- bo «per 
thorized Printing-houſes, without the leaft controll, and publiſhed —_— 
by the ſaid Licenlers diretion, who would have nothing new-prin- 1,7 2:4; 
ted in it,as appeared uponoath at the hearing: and although M*.Noy þirs comrg- 
himſelte (ro whom he preſented one of the Bookes ) upon the firit ry tolwr oy 
reading of it, commended it, thanked him for it, oft atfirmed that he premiſe ts 
ſaw no hurt in it, and at the hearing confeſſed, thar the worſt ang ®* Gail 
moſt dangerous phraſe and paſſage in it,might have a good and faire jm 
conſtruction, and Schollers wauld all take it in a guod lence ; yethe long after 
handled the matter fo (by * ſuppreſſing the Gentlemans exhibits and xnexpeilad 
defence,wreſting his words and meaning, refuſing to diſcover the ty thruſt 
particulars of the booke on which he would inſiſt, though ordered 92 of is 
{o to doe by the Court,it being elſe impoſſible ro inſtruct Counſel}fromdns, 
how to make a reply,and by tampering under hand with fome of his —__ 

os Counſell 


_—— 
7-The great Counſell by no meancs to make any juſtification or defence to cleare 
Lord that his innocency though the party earneſtly intreated, and gave them 
began this {nſtructions tothe contrary) that the poore Gentleman ar laſt recci- 
ba —_ q ved the heavieſt? cenſure that this latter age hath knowne, all cir- 
chidkd cumſtances conſidered,being expelled the Vniverſity of Oxfordand 
ſore three Lincolnes Inne, thruſt from his profeſſion in which hee never off-n= 
dayes :fter, ded,fined 5o000.pound to the King,ordered to (tand on rwo ſeverall 
who m«cb p\[[ories,and there to loſe both his cares, his bookes to be there bur- 
| Hr nn ned before him, and to ſuffer impriſonment _— life beſides, 
and blamed W hich Sentence thought by moſt that heard the cauſc to bee meant 
bim for it. Only in terrorems, without any intention at al of cxc6ution, being reſpi- 
Which Lordted for above three moneths ſpace,and in a manner remicred by the 
riding the Queenes molt gracious mediation ; was yet by this Atturnicsand a 
TR great Prelates importunity,beyond all expectation ſuddenly and (e= 
Country ts Verely executed, without any the leaſt mirigation, few of the Lords 
bs fo much as knowing of it. The Gentleman hereupon is ſet on the 
Chrifmas Pillory at Weſtminſter and there loſt an care ; Mr. Noy like a joyfull 
on theLords Spetator laughes at his (ſufferings, and this his great exploit he had 
po -” #., brought to paſſe, which divers there preſent obſerved and condem= 
honor is tþe a&d 10 him The Gentleman like an harmeleſſe Lambe tooke all with 
plaine ftreee {uch patience,that hee not ſo much as once _—_ his mouth to ler 
at Brain= fallany one word of diſcontent. Yet that juit Cod and Soveraigne 
ford were Lord of heaven and carth, * Who beholdeth miſchiefe and ſpite to re- 
both over- ite it with his band, and avengeththe innocent bloud of his ſer= 
— the Yantsﬀtook this his mirth and malice ſo hainouſly, that the ſame day 
dirt. bim.. (as ſome about him,and of his owne ſociety reported) he whothus 
ſefeſwre ſhedhis brothers and companions bloud, by the juſt hand of God 
bruiſed,cxd fell a voyding and piſling our his owne : which ſoamazed him,thar 
thereupon he uſed all meanes he could toſmorher it from the world, charging 


!' farcedt® TL aundres,and thoſe about him,nor to ſpeake of it, refuſing to ac- 


> va = 4 quaint his Phyſicians with ir: hereupon hee growes very palid and 
good foace, il),the Phy ſicians wonder at it ; he complaines to them onely of the 
Ee hog gravell and ſtone in his kidnicsstill at laſt he grew ſo ill with this di- 


| fone doubt yine (troke,that he was forced to diſcloſe his griefe to them, yet fo 


of bareco- .« chey muſt faithfully promiſe ro diſcloſe it to no man, for feare 
wry for 4 ple ſhould ſay it were a juſt judgement of God on him tor ſhedding 


ccaled;his Laundres,men,& ſome Gentlemen of his ſociety diſcover 
andtalke of itzhe auch vexcd in miad, in ſtead of repenting ="_—_ 


þ * PLL1o, Mr. Prownes blood : But would not have this ſecret long con- 
$4 
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(45) 

he had donegand ſceking to right the party wronged for his irre- 
parable iy rs a Hart or Beaſt once mortally wounded, pro- 
ceeds on in his tormer fury,ſceks to bring the poore diſtreſſed Gen- 
tleman into freſh trouble & a further centure, brings him Orectenus, 
into the Starchamber,reviles him with all maner of ancivell words, 
movesto have him cloſe priſoner among the rogues in Newgate,fels 
his Chamber as forfeited to the Houſe by his expulſion, ſerfeth his 

books:and when as the Court would not grant his unreatonable ma- 
licious motion,above 5.weeks after inthe long vacation, when inoſt 
of the Lords were gone,and his Majcky in his progreſſe,drawes up 
anorder of his own making in Starchamber for theGentlemans cloie 
impriſonment(the laſt order he ever made)cauſed the regiſter to en- 
ter it,and (ends it rothe Tower to be executed the ſame day he went 
to Twnbridge watcrs, without the Lords or Courts privity. The day 
following drinking of thoſe waters he was in miſerable tocture,in ſo 
much that moſt diſpaired of his life,and ſome reported he was dead: 
and hearing there,that his diſeaſe of voyding bloud was then pub- 
likely known and talked of in Londown,he was fo vexcd at it,that hee 
fell out with his ——_— and ſcrvants,rayling on them like a fran- 
tick man,as if they had betrayed him,and diſcloſed his ſecrets; Yea 
it ſo fretted and gnawed his heart & conſcience,that it made his ve- 
ry heart & intrails to periſh:;and abour a fortnight after brought him 
to his end.Bein __ after his dearth,ther was not a drop of bloud 
fonnd in his body,for he had voided al out before,his falſe malicious 
hard heart with inward fretting & vexing was ſo conſumed & ſhrin- 
ked up,that it waslike anold rotten leather purſe or meere ſcurfe,the 
Phyſicians never ſecing the like before,his fleſh and kidnies were as 
black as an hat,his intrails(except his lungs onely)all putred;and his 
carkay a miſcrable ſpeacle,bur no ſtone that could trouble him was 
found about him:his funerall according to his deſire was ſo private, 
that there were hardly Gentlemen enough to carry him to his grave, 
but that ſome came in by accident. His chents the Players,for whom 
he kad done knight-ſervice, to _— his kindnes, the next Terme 
following make him the ſubjeR of a merry Comedy,ſtiled ; A Pro- 
jeltor lately dead; wherein theP bring him in his Lawyers robes upon 
the Stage,and openly diſſcting him, find 100, Proclamations in his 
head, a of old motheaten records in his maw, halfe a barrell 
of new white ſope in-his belly, which made him to ſcoure ſo much, 
and yer,ſay they,be is ſtill very black & foule within. And as ifthis 
voiding all his owne blood,& publike diſgrace on the Stage were 


not ſufficient to expinte the > ates iii: 


himſclfc in his laſt will layes a brand on his owne {on and hire : be- 
queathing all his goods and lands not therein given to others,to Ed. 

oats werd his c{deſt ſon to be {cattered and ſpent, nec de co melinu ſperaviz 
9 enough to makea durifull child turne unthrite,& a ligne of a diſpay- 

of theſe t-a. 10g man. Which ſon of his upon his own challenge & raſhnes hath 
gicell ex- fince beene flaine in a duell in Frevee by Caprtaine Byron,who eſcaped 
amples, {cotfree and had his pardon, Thus hath God puiuſhed bloud with 
*Neh.13. bloud : thus hath he dealt with one of the chicfe occafioners of this 
} *2 hop *Declaration,& burner of that book, which learnedly manitcſted the 
| faith Au- Ynlawfulnes of the ſeverall ſports and paſtimes countenanced in it, 


guſtine Eſpecially on the Lords own ſacred day out of old and new Writers 


| Cone.Bril. of all ſorrs,& ſpecified divers jadgements of God upon the authors, 
| L3c6.) aRors,& ſpeRators of them,not unworthy conſideration in thele (a- 
a ble times of plagues and judgements. O conſider this & all other the 
dances ts foregoing cxarnples,ye impious Prelates,that fo far forget the Lord, 
, as ſtill ro filence,excommunicate & perſecute godly M:nifters for not 
' Butrnow reading this Declaration(though there be no Canon, Statute, Law or 
they are ſs Precept extant that requires it )co the ruine,not ſo much of them, as 
| farefrom their poore innocent peoples foules:ye that in theſe dolefull daics of 
it, that the} plague and peltilence lupprefie,negle all publike faſtiag,preaching 

fo dance dos : - 
love, Tho. 42d praying,which now if ever ſhould be cried up & prattiſed, and 
masLoyel in ſtead thereof give your ſelves over to *dancmy, tealting, playing, 
his Dia- * Sabbath breaking,to draw downe more wrath and plagues wpon ung. You 
logue.Fit- who oppreſlc & maliciouſly perſecate godly men,tor cralfing you in 
—_ yourdelighis of fin,lcſt ye now periſh as thz(e have done,& to much 
ford pro the rathcr,becauſe you have al theſe preſidents toadmonith you,and 
plaies YET Will not be warned, Well, if you will not be admoniſhed bur pro- 
end dances. ceed as you have done, if you periſh,thanke your ſelves; | can ſay no 
* Virgil. more to you but this : * Diſcite juſtitiam moniti & non temnere divas, 

Comrieous Reader, pray corrett with thy pen theſe miſtakes and omiſſions of the Printers, 
ere thou read the Books, Errata and Omſſuns. 

Ja the Title page,l. 17 ranchoat'l 18 r.conſummat Tn the Epiitle, p.z.1,z. for with, r, 
as L.15 x. bapmngp.3.1.4...ſoaudaciouſly.l,24.t,fins,r fnevesl.27 fhatb,r.beve, l.31 
r,In Petrus Bleſenſis p 4.1.29.r.pointes.p 5.1.13.,vd iuch p.8.1.31 fyeere as,r,a were 


L.13-t.reace,r reee p.28.1,1,f,16344, 1536 tun Panſhof S.Giles p.z 2 1.f.now, r. 
enough. Grd pEcorafp3 3 L4a9.f.definingsr. 


eve 


"OC INAEEaan, 


Plal. 119, 120, 


prone f feare of thee, and 1 an afraid 


Levit, 26, 27. 28. 


LAndifye will not for all this bearkew unto me , but 
walke Contray unto me : 

Then 1 Will walke contrary unto you alſo in fury , and I, 
even Iwill chaſtiſe you ſeven times more for you ſinwes, | 


— C———_——_— 


Anadvertiſement tothe Reader, 


COVRTEOVS READER. 


Be pleaſed to wnder ſtand that thorow ſome overſight at the preſſe, 
the foregoing Examples are not orderly placed. Indeed it was the an- 
thors minds that they ſhould haye beene otherwiſe to wit , 1. 2. 3, and 
ſo all thereſt , in order one after another , as they are nnmbred in the 
broke, and to this end gave direftion , but the wAs not conſidered 
of theſe who where imployed for the printing , untill it was to late. 
ons bt good to cerrifie eo of (90 ING OP 
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